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the champion of each event.
The competition would be stiff since 

Tournament Chairman and Honorary 
Captain of the Fishin’ Chix, Captain 
Wes Rozier, set out to hire every 
available guide in each town. As if every 
guide wouldn’t be doing everything 
possible to win for the bragging 
rights, there was a $2,000 cash award 
for the top professional captain at 
each tournament. A $1,000 cash prize 
went to the top private boat captain 
as well. This was for the recreational 
angler who wanted to bring his own 
boat and women anglers. They would 
compete for points determined by 
how many species their ladies caught 
and how well they fi nished.

With guides being hired it meant 
that all the women had to do was step 
on the boat and go fi shing. No boat, no 
gear, no hot spots… not a problem at 
the Pink Rubber Boots Tournaments! 
Anglers competed for fi rst, second, 
and third in seven different categories 
including redfi sh, fl ounder, speckled 
trout, king mackerel, Spanish 
mackerel, bluefi sh, and ladyfi sh.

WHO ARE ALL OF THESE CHIX?

They are the Fishin’ Chix, a fi shing 
club just for women and the fi rst 

in the Pensacola area. Ever fi shed? 
Never fi shed? Everyone is welcome for 
fi shing, fun, and friendship!

Fishin’ Chix started when president 
and founder, Claudia Espenscheid, 
had a fi shing epiphany, after Hurricane 
Ivan (Arlene, Dennis, Katrina, etc.) 
ruthlessly battered her home and life. 
She realized that she and her girls 
must fi nd an escape from the madness 

and fi shing is where she turned to.
This was over three years ago. 

Now days, the Fishin’ Chix have a 
full line of apparel that’s available 
at fi shinchix.com, the Pink Rubber 
Boots Tournament Series, and more 
than fi ve hundred members.

Members enjoy fun meetings, 
multiple inshore and deep sea 
charter trips, lessons and clinics to 
improve your fi shing knowledge, and 
family fi shing functions. Join today, 
membership is only $50 and you can 
join by visiting their website.

KICKED OFF AT HOME

The Pink Rubber Boots Tournament 
Series opener was on June 2nd 

in Pensacola, home for many of the 
anglers. Anglers and captains met at 
Hemingway’s Island Grill for a pre-
party and meeting. The room was full 
of anticipation and excited faces as 
everyone couldn’t wait for tournament 

morning to arrive.
With eighty-one anglers signed up 

there were eighteen guides hired and 
ten private boats there to compete. 
Everyone met at Seville Harbor 
Marina, also home of The Fish House 
Restaurant and quickly loaded the 
boats. With only fi ve hours to fi sh and 
another hour to get back to the dock 
everyone quickly raced to their fi shing 
holes

A large crowd of husbands, 
boyfriends, children, and onlookers 
packed The Fish House to see what 
the ladies would bring in.  Boats 
began showing up to weigh their prize 
catches at 11:00 A.M., as soon as the 
scales opened. This ended up being 
a huge move on the part of Bruce 
Lendheim, private boat captain who 
had his girlfriend and tournament 
champion Alissa Williams fi shing 
with him.

When the weigh-in concluded there 
was a fi ve-way tie, but since Alissa 
weighed her fi sh before the other four 
anglers, she was awarded tournament 
champion and the trip to Panama. 
This was Alissa’s fi rst inshore fi shing 

tournament and a great start for her 
fi shing career.

With my crew of Katarina 
Espenscheid, Bella Espenscheid and 
Debbie Hammac, I won the top boat 
and pro captain award. Captain Geo 
Ballard also of Pensacola, took the 
runner up spot and the top private 
boat award went to Bruce Lendheim.

TRAVELING TO ALABAMA

The second of the three Pink Rubber 
Boots Tournaments was held July 

14th at the Wharf in Orange Beach, 
AL. Fifteen guides added to the sixteen 
private boats from both Orange Beach 
and Pensacola and were ready to go for 
the eighty-two ladies who signed up 
for a day of competitive fi shing.

It was a packed house at the pre-
party that took place at Live Bait. The 
girls all waited anxiously for Captain 
Wes to call out which captain they 
would be fi shing with, hoping they 
would get the one they felt was the 
cutest, or who they thought might get 
them a victory.

No one was surprised to see Alissa 
and Bruce back to defend their 
tournament champion and top private 
boat awards. The shocker was when 
they showed up at the anglers meeting 
by boat, which meant they had been 
scouting out the Orange Beach area.

The pre-fi shing apparently worked 
for them as Alissa won the tournament 
champion award and Bruce took the 
top private boat prize for a second 
time. Captain David Brown, of Orange 
Beach, with anglers Patricia Mabry, 
Donna Darty, Carrie Boniek, and Jessie 
Morgan brought in some nice fi sh to 
take the top boat and pro captain spot 
followed by Captain Mo Shavers, also 
of Orange Beach.

FINALLY IN DESTIN

The series ended its season in Destin 
on August 4th and what a turn 

out it was. A total of thirty-nine boats 

were needed to take one hundred and 
twenty-three women fi shing. Fifteen 
guides from Destin participated along 
with a handful from Pensacola and 

� shin� chix

PENSACOLA

Speckled trout
1. Megan Pewitt 2.43 lbs
2. Ashley Norwood 2.32 lbs
3. Devan Ellis 2.23 lbs

Red� sh
1. Alissa Williams 5.77 lbs
2. Martha Stewart 4.1 lbs
3. Brandie Bishop 4.02 lbs

Flounder
1. Tami Manning 1.6 lbs
2. Desiree Pate 1.17 lbs
3. Candy Hall Manning 1.05 lbs

Lady� sh
1. Katarina Espenscheid 2.15 lbs
2. Jan Pressley 1.53 lbs
3. Bella Espencheid 1.46 lbs

Blue� sh
1. Debbie Hammac 2.15 lbs
2. Kelly Rozier 1.99 lbs
3. Kelly Rozier 1.83 lbs

Spanish Mackerel
1. Kim Braddock 4.76 lbs
2. Tara Kamm 3.37 lbs
3. J.J. Waters 3.27 lbs

King Mackerel
1. Patricia Marbry 10.19 lbs
2. Rachel Bonifay 9.35 lbs
3. Gail Spruil-Shaw 8.35 lbs

Top Pro Boat Captain:
Capt. Chris Phillips

Top Private Boat Captain:
Bruce Lendheim

Grand Champion
Alissa Williams

ORANGE BEACH

Speckled trout
1. Jesse Morgan 4 lbs 15 ozs
2. Karen Brice  4 lbs 8 ozs
3. Patricia Mabry 3 lbs 5 ozs

Red� sh
1. Alissa Williams 4 lbs 14 ozs
2. Gail Mott 2 lbs 10 ozs

Flounder
1. Tami Manning 2 lbs 7 ozs
2. Crystal Manning 2 lbs 6 ozs
3. Sarah Hahner 2 lbs 5 ozs

Lady� sh
1. Alyssa Williams 2 lbs 6 ozs
2. Rochelle Black 2 lbs 4 ozs
3. Iris Seagel 1 lb 15 ozs

Blue� sh
1. Jesse Morgan 3 lbs
2. Katerina Espenscheid 2 lbs 8 ozs
3. Kelly Rozier 2 lbs 8 ozs

Spanish Mackerel
1. Mary Frances Haper 3 lbs 6 ozs
2. Linda Spruill 3 lbs 3 oz
3. Kelly Rozier 15 oz

King Mackerel
1. Gabrielle Ueberoth 19 lbs
2. Dell Bethel 17 lbs 14 ozs
3. Katy Rich 15 lbs 15 ozs

Top Pro Boat Captain:
Capt David Brown

Top Private Boat Captain:
Bruce Lendheim

Grand Champion:
Alissa Williams

DESTIN

Speckled trout
1. McKinzie Shelley 1.3 lbs
2. K.K. Wong 1.0 lbs
3. Anne Hallford 0.8 lbs

Red� sh
1. Abby Eller 4.0 lbs
2. Rachel McMullen 3.2 lbs
3. Debbie McMullen 3.0 lbs

Flounder
1. Corrie Lenn 1.2 lbs
2. Heather Jodoin 0.7 lbs

Lady� sh
1. Cathy Wagner 1.3 lbs
2. Debbie McKinney 1.2 lbs
3. Trina Draper 1.2 lbs

Blue� sh
1. Penny Vance 1.9 lbs
2. Liz Empson 1.7 lbs
3. Tracey Block 1.6 lbs

Spanish mackerel
1. Tracey Block 2.1 lbs
2. Cathy Wagner 2.1 lbs
3. Abby Eller 2.1 lbs

King Mackerel
1. Susan Schwartz 13.3 lbs
2. Sullivan Brake� eld 8.6 lbs
3. Jill Jordan 7.8 lbs

Top Pro Boat Captain:
Capt. Paul Wagner

Top Private Boat Captain:
Capt. Sid Little

Grand Champion:
Cathy Wagner

T O U R N A M E N T  R E S U L T S

All the � rst place winners from Pensacola Pink Rubber Boots with Fishin’ Chix 
owner Claudia Espenscheid.

Captain Brad Sauers and daughter 
with a big king caught during the 
Pink Rubber Boots Tourney in Orange 
Beach.

Alissa Williams, winner of both the 
Pensacola and Orange Beach Pink 
Rubber Boots Tournaments.
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Orange Beach as well.
The pre-party was great with catered 

food and fi shing stories being spread 
throughout the Jet Ultra Lounge at 
the Lucky Snapper. The craze from 
the fi rst two events brought women 
from numerous states including Ohio, 
Tennessee, and Mississippi to take 
part in the fi nal Pink Rubber Boots 
Tournament for 2007.

With perfect weather, the docks 
at Legendary Marine quickly cleared 
out at 6:00 A.M. as everyone was off 
and fi shing. Captain Paul Wagner, of 
Destin, with his crew of Cathy Wagner, 
Patti Cox, Ann Barnes, and Traci 
Block, stayed around the Destin area 
and won the top boat and pro captain 
award. With Gaff Magazine’s very own 
Trina Draper aboard I made the sixty-
mile run back to my home waters in 
Pensacola to fi nish second. Sid Little, 
of Destin, secured the top private boat 
award with several nice fi sh.

Cathy Wagner, fi shing with her 

husband, Captain Paul, captured the 
pink boots trophy and trip to Panama. 
She was ecstatic and jumped up and 
down the moment her name was 
announced as champion.

IT’S A WRAP, BUT THE 
ACTION WAS CAPTURED!

The 2007 Pink Rubber Boots 
Tournament Series is complete, 

but not without lots of memories 
being obtained. Tom Nebel 
Productions was on site fi lming at 
each event and has created a DVD 
for each tournament. With the use 
of camera boats, fashionably dressed 
Fishin’ Chix, and years of professional 
fi lming they created some incredible 
videos. In addition, Donna Powers, 

the tournament photographer was at 
each event taking still photos that can 
be purchased.

A portion of the proceeds from each 
Pink Rubber Boots Tournament went 
to benefi t Covenant Hospice. They 
are an organization providing a very 
special kind of care for persons with 
life-limiting illnesses, their families, 
and their loved ones for no charge.

The Pink Rubber Boots Tournament 
Series is the largest of its kind, the 
biggest inshore fi shing tournament 
series for women in the nation. Plans 
for the 2008 series are in the works 
now and you can expect for everything 
to be even bigger and better.
To learn more or become a member, 
visit: www.� shinchix.com

reader�s stories

Captain Chris 
Phillips and his crew 
heading out for a 
day of � shing.


